
Learn How to Chose the Best Online Bachelors Degree

Description

The right choice of a bachelor’s degree is the most important decision to shape your future.

There are thousands of degree programs offered by various colleges and universities. Online
bachelor’s programs should mirror your interests that lead to a satisfying and rewarding career. Here
we will share steps to guide you to pick the best option for you.

1. Define your career interests
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The first step in choosing a bachelor’s degree is to consider your interests. If you know desirable
options for you or know which job you want to take as your career then make a list of your choices and
passions. If you do not know about your interests, don’t worry! Follow the steps to make a list.

Consider your hobbies and what you like doing in and outside the class in high school. For
example, if you are interested in designing, art, and painting and you also take interest in
technology, you can choose graphic designing for you. If you want to serve humanity and also
take interest in biological sciences, you can think of many options including nursing, medicine,
physiotherapy. If serving humanity and philanthropy is your passion but biology is not your cup of
tea, consider degrees related to social work. Choose international business if you are interested
in traveling and don’t want to do a 9-5 job. 
If you are considering your passions, do not ignore your weakness in a subject. You can also
evaluate your weak subjects and can work to improve your understanding and develop an
interest in those subjects. Interests and passions do not always remain the same. Try to build
your shortcomings into your strengths. If you are weak in mathematics and want to pursue
engineering, do not quit the engineering field only due to this reason. Work on the subject and
learn what you enjoy.
Do not panic if your list of interests is long. You can narrow down it further by excluding the
options according to the tips discussed in this article. Now do some research to find out the
employability options for every field of your interests. Exclude some options with fewer career
growth opportunities. Choosing professional fields for you is the best option. Computer science,
software development, statistics, mathematics, engineering, and health care fields have growth
potential. If you are interested in linguistics, you will have fewer career opportunities. A bright
career is the ultimate goal of a degree choice, so always pick a professional field with good
career growth potential.
If you find difficulty in shortlisting the interests, you can content to career counselors. Career
counselors will discuss options with you and help you to choose the best field for you.

2. Choose major subject

After making a list of interests, you have to be more specific about them. First of all, we need to define
major. Major is a subject in which you can specialize to prepare or train for a specific career field. The
core curriculum mainly focuses on majors that are also known as concentrations. Fields like health
care, communications, engineering, transportation, trade, business, and arts are further divided into
several specializations. For example, health care is divided into physiotherapy, nursing, pharmacy,
radiology, respiratory therapy, magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), and many more. The major subject
should be interesting and enjoyable. It should also have career opportunities. If you want to select
marketing as your major subject to earn a bachelor’s degree in business. You should be good at
economics, statistics, accounting, and finance.  For this, you should have a good grip and interest in
mathematics. If you have listed biological sciences in your interests, you can go for health care which
is the third fastest-growing field in the United States. Technology and construction stand the first and
second, respectively. To explore a new field with both biology and technology, go for biotechnology.
Biotechnology has bright future opportunities.

You should choose majors that can unlock more career paths and alternative options for you in the
future. Choosing a major that allows you to improve your soft skills i.e., leadership, communication,
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and time management in addition to technical skills will be beneficial for you in the future.

If computer science is listed in your interests, it will be a good field for specialization. The average
growth rate of this field is 12%. You can choose software engineering, data mining, data management,
web development, and computer programming for an online bachelor’s degree. Digital marketing,
game designing, or artificial intelligence can also be a good option to pursue a career in computer
science.

Take your time in the final selection of major because most schools, colleges, and universities in the
U.S. recommend waiting for choosing a major. Most of the students who had selected their major upon
enrolling in an educational institute had changed their minds by the end of a year. If you still find
difficulty in taking a decision, you can contact career advisors. They will not only give you the right
advice but also give you information and detailed knowledge about specific online degrees,
universities, colleges, and courses. Get benefit from their experience and made a good decision.

3. Compare online program options offered by different educational institutes

The online mode of education is more flexible that allows students to continue their full-time or part-
time jobs. In 1960, the first virtual classroom was created at the University of Illinois. Choice of the
study area is important before starting to compare online degree programs. If you have selected the
major subject, compare different online bachelor’s programs offered by various colleges and
universities. An online degree program will ultimately affect your career and income potential. Check
the degree cost, earning potential, time commitments, and unemployment rate. Following is the cost of
major online bachelor’s degrees and their earning potential.

Online bachelor’s in accounting costs $13k to $20k. The average salary per year is $34k to $93k.
Most of the accountants hold an online bachelor’s degree but you can pursue a master’s degree
in accountancy to get better job opportunities.
Online bachelor’s degree in business management costs $13k to $19k that allows you to have a
successful career in finance, sales, and human resources. According to the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, this field has an 8% growth rate for jobs. The average salary is $41k to $95k per year. 
Online bachelor’s degree in computer programing costs $12k to $19k and its earning potential is
up to $104k. 
Bachelor’s in engineering costs $12k to $17k and the average salary of an engineer is $42k to
$119k annually.
Health care administration costs $9k to $16k and the average salary of a healthcare administrator
is $28k to $73k per year. 
Online bachelor’s degree in graphic designing costs $19k to $28k. The average salary of a
graphic designer is $50k annually.

After comparing different degrees, select one or more online bachelor’s degree programs and compare
online institutes that offer your desired programs. Select those institutes to pursue your degree that can
serve you better than others. You can talk to administrators and program directors to find the right
information. Ask some questions to make the best decision. You should be sure about the investment
you are about to make for your future. Properly check the websites of respective colleges and degrees.
Read full information before apply.
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4. Check the accreditation status and financial aid options

After shortlisting your interests, selecting majors, and comparing online bachelor’s degrees, check the
accreditation status of online educational institutes and degrees. Accreditation is a quality check for
colleges, universities, and degrees. Accrediting agencies make sure that educational institutes and
degrees meet the set quality standards. Accreditation of a degree is important to work in the career
field. Accreditation of degree program is called programmatic accreditation and that of an educational
institute is known as institutional accreditation which can be national or regional. You can transfer
credits from one online accredited degree program to the other. Quality of education will not be
compromised while transferring credits. The core curriculum and course contents of both accredited
degree programs will be reliable. Degree accreditation is important to increase the rate of
employability. The right choice of online accredited degree is important for your career growth.
Employers in professional fields prefer graduates with accredited degrees to those with unaccredited
degrees. According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics graduates with accredited degrees earn
more than those with unaccredited degrees.

 Federal financial aid is provided to only accredited educational institutes. If you have planned to apply
for federal grants, loans, and scholarships, make sure to get admission to accredited institutes.
Accreditation matters a lot so, always check the accreditation of educational institute and online
bachelor’s degree before applying. Educational institutes are evaluated by national or regional
accrediting agencies. Accrediting agencies are approved by the Council for Higher Education
Accreditation (CHEA) and the U.S. Department of Education (ED). Both CHEA and ED approve only
twelve national and six regional accrediting agencies. Some educational institutes can show fake
accreditation or accreditation by an agency that is not registered with CHEA or ED. Always verify that
accrediting agency is approved by CHEA and ED. You can also verify the accreditation of a college or
university by using the database of ED.

5. Narrow down the options and apply for your desired online bachelor’s degree

You can narrow down options based on different criteria. You can use the following steps for excluding
different options.

Read about the faculty credentials of online college and degree programs. Faculty of both online
and on-campus degree programs should be the same or at least instructors for both programs
should be equally competent. Make sure that teaching staff should be experienced and
comfortable coaching online. Some teachers find it easy to teach at traditional classes but they
may not be comfortable teaching virtual classes through new technology. Most often younger
faculty is more aware of virtual classrooms. So, make sure to prefer online colleges with younger
and professional faculty.
Graduation rate is an important factor to be noted for choosing an online college or online degree
program. Choose those degrees from reputable colleges which have good graduation rate. Vast
alumni networks help you to get a job more easily. Good online colleges arrange workshops,
lectures, interviews, and symposiums with their notable alumni to provide insight on career
options. 
The college for which you are applying should use new technology for arranging proper virtual
classes. Only virtual classes are not enough online mode of education. online labs, library,
lessons, discussions, and assignments should also include in online learning. 
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All the student services should e provided to the students of online degree programs. Student
services like academics, career counseling, financial aid assistance, writing assistance, physical
and mental health services should provide to the students of online mode of learning bachelor’s
degree. 
Some online degree programs and online colleges charge the indirect cost for books and course
materials. Before considering a degree for a bachelor’s program looks at these indirect expenses
which can increase the cost of your degree. 
Consider those online degrees and colleges that can attract private organizations for
scholarships.
Most of the students choose online degrees because these are flexible. Online bachelor’s degree
allows students to continue their jobs to support their families. Choose those online degrees
which are flexible and you can manage easily.
The online bachelor’s degrees and online educational institute should have a good reputation.
You can check the reviews of students for different courses and check if some complaint has
been filed against online college or not to confirm the reputation. 

After carefully examining all the options, narrow down the list according to the above-mentioned
criteria. Confirm the procedure for applying. Prepare all documents before reaching the deadline. Read
all instructions carefully and apply for your desired online bachelor’s degree program in different online
colleges and universities.
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