
Learn 9 Types of Small Business Loans and Financing for Startups

Description

It can be challenging to deny the desire to start a new business, but more than having a brilliant idea is
needed to ensure success. Often, you’ll need to invest a significant amount of time and money, both
your own and that of others, to transform your idea into a profitable business.

Obtaining a starting business loan for a new endeavor may be more complex than borrowing for an
existing business, especially if you do not have outstanding personal credit or industry experience.
However, many young entrepreneurs have succeeded with various financing and capital methods.

What is a startup business loan?

Startup business loans are any loans used to establish a new firm. This money could be used to assist
in developing a product or service, hire personnel, lease space or equipment, or purchase goods.
Startup loans can also involve investment for enterprises that have already opened but are still in their
early stages.
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Nine types of startup business loans and financing options

Startup loans typically do not require business credit or a high level of revenue because lenders
understand they are offering money to promote a new venture. However, your credit and industry
experience may impact your eligibility and loan terms. You can also use other sorts of finance to help
your firm. Here are nine common alternatives.

1. Self-financing

Many new small business entrepreneurs take out personal loans or tap into their savings to finance
their firms. This may be possible with an unsecured loan, company credit cards, or a second mortgage,
as well as borrowing against a 401(k) or another retirement account.

These options can be advantageous if you have difficulty qualifying for a business loan or prefer to fully
control your company rather than selling a portion of it to an investor However, you may be
jeopardizing your assets and money.

2. Financing from friends or family

You could also raise funds from relatives and friends. In exchange, you could offer to reimburse them
with an ownership stake in your company or let them acquire a stake in your company and profit if it
succeeds.

Friends and family may not demand a credit check and may be able to offer you better terms than
other lenders. Consider the impact on your relationships if your firm fails and you cannot repay the loan.

3. SBA loans

The US Small Business Administration (SBA) does not make direct loans, but it does guarantee loans
made by participating lenders. Depending on your business and how you intend to utilize the funds,
you can apply for various SBA loans.

Although the application and approval process might be time-consuming, the guarantee can make it
easier to obtain a large loan on favorable terms, even if you need excellent credit.

• The SBA 7(a) loan program, which offers up to $5 million in capital, is among the most popular. In
2021, startups received approximately 17% of SBA 7(a) loans.

• If you’re looking to buy real estate or equipment, the SBA 504 loan program may be a suitable
choice, although just 10% of those loans went to startups.

• The Community Advantage lending program is for businesses in underrepresented communities, and
startups received 45% of these loans in 2021.
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• The SBA microloan program provides up to $50,000 to establish or expand a firm, though the SBA
does not specify how much of that amount went to entrepreneurs.

You can also utilize the SBA’s lender matching tool to identify participating lenders and compare loan
offers based on your circumstances.

4. Local business financing

Traditional business loans are available from local credit unions, community banks, and nonprofits.
Although rates, terms, and requirements differ by lender, smaller lenders are more willing to work with
you based on your experience than giant banks or online lenders.

Some lenders may also participate in local or statewide loan guarantee programs similar to those
offered by the SBA.

5. Crowdfunding

Online crowdfunding sites can assist you in organizing a campaign and raising funds from strangers as
well as individuals you know. Crowdfunding is classified into four types: debt, equity, donations, and
prizes.

With equity, you raise funds in exchange for a share of your company, but with a loan or bond, you
incur debt that must be repaid with interest. Donor crowdsourcing, such as GoFundMe campaigns, is
rarely employed by startups because you have little or nothing to offer in exchange. Consider a
rewards-based campaign in which you offer donors one of your company’s products or services in
exchange for their contributions.

6. Grants

There are corporate, local, state, and federal grants available to small business owners, and they might
be an excellent option because you do not have to repay the money. However, your company’s goals
must correspond with the grantor’s goals, and there may be a competitive application procedure.

Funding.gov is a wonderful place to start when looking for government small business grants. You can
also look for a local Small Business Development Center, which can help you locate grants, finance,
and operate your business successfully.

7. Asset-based financing

When beginning a firm, you can also utilize business assets as collateral for a loan. Business car
loans, equipment financing, and commercial real estate loans are examples of these. Leasing
equipment makes more sense than buying it at times. An operating lease allows you to rent equipment
with the option to buy or return it at the conclusion of the lease period. The more prevalent capital
lease is akin to a rent-to-own agreement.
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8. Business lines of credit

A company line of credit can provide you with ongoing finance for your startup. Unlike a loan, you will
not receive the complete loan amount at once. Instead, you use your line of credit, which has a limit on
how much you can borrow. You’ll also have more freedom than with a term loan because you simply
pay interest on the amount borrowed.

9. Online term loans

Online business loans are frequently term loans, which means you receive the entire loan amount
when you accept it and then make regular payments over a certain period of time until the loan is
repaid.

Online lenders may also have lower prerequisites and a speedier application process than traditional
lenders, and they may employ current techniques to assess who qualifies (such as connecting to and
analyzing your bank account).

How to get a startup business loan

Multiple rounds of funding may be desired or required to get your project off the ground, and the
specifics will depend on the alternatives you select. The essential procedures, however, begin with
preparing your pitch, examining your qualifications, and determining what you are qualified for at the
time.

• Develop a business plan. Lenders want to see that you’ve considered the risks and opportunities that
will come with your new venture. Include any relevant information about your previous company or
industry experience.

• Assess your personal credit. Your personal credit history may influence whether you qualify for
financing, as well as the rates and conditions you receive. You can check your credit ratings for free
using many free apps and financial accounts. Find out where you stand and what you can do to
improve your credit.

• Evaluate various types of financing. When reviewing your alternatives and narrowing down your top
selections, consider how much money you need, when you need it, and how much you can afford to
return.

• Apply for funding. Examine the eligibility and application requirements, then apply to a number of
lenders or organizations. Compare the offers you receive to see which one is the greatest fit for you.

Startup business loans FAQ

How can I obtain a loan to start my own business?

A beginning business loan for a new business can be obtained in a variety of ways. Consider taking
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out a personal loan, using credit cards, borrowing from friends and relatives, using crowdsourcing, or
obtaining a loan from a financial institution.

Is it possible to acquire a company loan with no money down?

Unless you’re seeking an asset-backed loan, such as a company auto loan or equipment financing,
you usually don’t need to put any money down to get a business loan. Some lenders, on the other
hand, may want to see evidence you’ve put time or money into your business idea.

How can I fund a new business?

You can fund a company with your own money or assets, raise funds from friends and family, borrow
money from others, or take out a business loan or line of credit. Many businesses will also use various
sources of financing at various stages of development.

What is the minimum credit score required for a starting business loan?

The credit score required for a new business loan will vary depending on the type of loan and the
lender, but having a personal credit score in the upper 600s (the highest is 850) can be advantageous.
Some methods of financing, however, such as crowdfunding, may not require good credit.

The credit score required for a new business loan will vary depending on the type of loan and the
lender, but having a personal credit score in the upper 600s (the highest is 850) can be advantageous.
Some methods of financing, however, such as crowdfunding, may not require good credit.
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