
Learn 5 Tips for Choosing the Right Tablet

Description

The tremendous popularity of the iPad and iPad 2 has contributed to tablets being the fastest-growing
segment of the personal computer market.

Since the release of the iPad in early 2010, While the iPad was not the first tablet to be invented, its
sleek design and successful marketing quickly made it the year’s must-have item for gadget lovers.
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Today, there are dozens of different tablet models available from at least a dozen different
manufacturers. Although having so many options is a good thing, it can also make choosing the proper
tablet seem impossible. With so many tablets on the market, there’s bound to be one that meets your
requirements and fits your budget, but how do you choose the best one for you? Would you please
continue reading to learn our top five tablet buying suggestions?

Consider How You Will Use It.

If all you want to do with your tablet is browse the Web, check e-mail, or watch movies and other
streaming content, almost any device (or smartphone, for that matter!) will suffice. However, if you
think about how you intend to use your tablet, you may find it easier to reduce the field.

Will you use your tablet mostly for business, education, or personal reasons? Will it replace your
laptop, or will you use it in addition to your current laptop or desktop? Do you intend to use your tablet
mostly for gaming and movie watching, or do you intend to use it for more general home purposes,
such as browsing the Web or checking e-mail and Facebook?

Apps and Operating Systems Comparison

One of the first considerations to be made is which operating system to use. Android, Windows, and, of
course, Apple’s iOS, which runs the iPad and iPad 2. The BlackBerry PlayBook is powered by QNX, a
tablet operating system created by BlackBerry maker Research in Motion. While iOS is exclusive to the
iPad and QNX is exclusive to the PlayBook, Android and Windows are available on tablets from
various manufacturers.

In general, if you need to perform a lot of work on your tablet, particularly writing or processing
documents and spreadsheets, a Windows tablet may be the best option. While you can readily read
Word documents on an iPad, editing them requires a premium tool such as Quickoffice, and the
process is still fairly awkward [source: Wilson]. Tablets running Android 3.0 (commonly known as
Honeycomb) can accept Office files thanks to a premium app called Documents To Go 3.0, allowing
users to create, view, and edit Word documents, Excel spreadsheets, and PowerPoint presentations.

Although Android tablets such as the Samsung Galaxy and Motorola Xoom now meet or exceed the
iPad’s screen resolution and processing speed [sources: Bell; Tablet PC Comparison], the iPad
remains the favorite for gaming and media playing. Of course, the one area where Apple is
unquestionably the undisputed leader in its app store, which, as of November 2011, offered more than
140,000 programs for the iPad. If you know what apps or programs you want – or that you’ll need for
work or school – be sure they’re available for the tablet you’re thinking about buying.

Feature Comparison

Once you’ve decided on an operating system, your list of options becomes more manageable (and if
you’ve decided to go with iOS, your list will be very short indeed), making it easier to focus on the
various features you’d like your new tablet to have.
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Even if you choose the iPad 2, you’ll have a choice between a normal Wi-Fi model, which requires
access to a Wi-Fi network to connect to the Internet, and a 3G modem, which connects to the Internet
through 3G when Wi-Fi is unavailable. You may then choose between 16GB, 32GB, or 64GB of
storage with either model. From there, it’s just black or white (your two color options! ) because all iPad
2 models have the same screen size and front and rear cameras for still photographs and video
recording.

If you decide to go with an Android or Windows tablet, you should compare features across
manufacturers to evaluate how each tablet compares. Examine specifications such as battery life, Wi-
Fi versus 3G or 4G access, storage capacity, and processor speed, as well as optional features such
as cameras and add-on accessories. For example, many tablets (including the iPad) now have both
front and rear cameras, allowing you to see your screen when participating in Webchats (and see what
you look like before taking a picture of yourself), as well as accessories such as stands, wall mounts,
remote controls, speakers, and full external keyboards, which can transform your tablet into a media
center or a more productive work station.

If you’ve just gotten information about tablets from the Internet up to this point, it might be time to do
some hands-on research. Continue reading to find out why.

Size and Appearance should be compared.

Even if you intend to buy your tablet online, it’s a good idea to visit your local Apple shop or other
electronics retailer to have a closer look at the tablets you’re interested in. Before you go, if you haven’t
already, consider the tablet size, you’re searching for.

Do you want the largest possible screen, or do you want a tablet that fits comfortably into your purse or
backpack? Do you need something a little more durable to take into the field for work, or do you want a
tablet that is as thin and light as possible? Will it solely be used by adults, or will you let your 3-year-old
use it to learn her letters?

You may already know whether you want the largest, smallest, or something in between, but there’s no
alternative for getting your hands on the tablet and feeling how it feels. Tablet screens range in size
from 7 inches to around 10 inches, and weights range from a little less than 1 pound to more than 2.5
pounds, but chances are, one of the versions you touch will feel “perfect.”

Do you find the case and controls to be comfortable and robust in your hands? Is the touch screen
functional? How does the virtual keyboard work? Examine a few models side by side to see how their
screen brightness and resolutions compare. Once you’ve decided on a favorite, or at least limited it
down to a couple, there’s one more thing to consider before you buy. We’ll get to that later.

Consider the cost.

You’re in good shape if you’ve set a budget for your tablet and your preferred model falls inside that
range. But now and again, you find yourself torn between a more expensive model that you want and a
more affordable model that feels like a compromise. Before you make a final decision, be sure you’re
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comparing apples to apples (or Androids to Androids) in terms of storage, processing speed, Internet
connectivity, and size because even tablets in the same product line can have different models and
performance levels.

Aside from the cost of the tablet itself, it would help if you thought about the cost of any attachments or
components you might need to utilize your tablet the way you want to. Also, keep in mind that 3G and
4G connection normally necessitates the purchase of a monthly wireless data plan, which in some
circumstances necessitates a long-term contract. Consider any apps or software you would need to
purchase. Learn about the warranty time for your tablet, as well as what is and isn’t covered. Finally,
it’s worth reading internet evaluations from unbiased sources to discover how your preferred tablet
works in terms of dependability and stability.
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