
Learn What to Consider When Choosing a Walk-in Tub

Description

A house is our only residing place where we seek comfort and familiarity. It can be the nook of a
kitchen to sate your guilty pleasure or any corner of the bathroom or a room.

Probably, at the end of the day, you would tend to relax in this home of yours. You love to design and
refurbish the entire house, trying your best to turn the piece of wood into a shelter of warmth and
serenity. Similarly, bathrooms are equally a part of your house where you show yourself almost every
morning. Choices vary from person to person and it depends solely on the person whether they want to
include a bathtub or would opt for a walk-in shower. Some of them are categorized as “walk-in”
because it has higher seats and let’s the bather walk in without any restraint. It also allows the person
to sit and swing legs into the tub just like in a swimming pool. Let’s have a quick glance at the copious
advantages of having a tub at your place-

Opt for it if you have a toddler or small children, which will help them have a playful bath.
The joy of bathing could not be experienced in the shower, but you could always have a shower
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during your bath.
It is a must buy if you have elderly and disabled people at home.
It comes with a wide variety of support features which will help the disable to the maximum.

WHY TO CONSIDER BUYING A TUB?

Bathtubs or accessible bathtubs are useful for those who are disabled or immobile. It is made for
accessibility and it also has built-in transfer benches, high- or low-rise seats, hand and leg grip bars,
and sliding doors. As mentioned, the seating could be fixed accordingly. There are various types of
tubs available to buy which can make you skeptical about it. 

There are inwards swinging door tubs that open to the inside of the tub and provide the best comfort
and safety to the bather. It ranks best in human utility as well. One of the major disadvantages is that it
could not be opened without draining an entire load of water as the pressure keeps it stuck. Hence, the
benefits of the outward swinging door tub outweigh the former. It gets effective over time for people
who suffer from arthritis, osteoporosis, back or knee pain as the water jets present in the tub provide
relief to the bather by targeting the pain area. 

The jets are pre-installed and help in therapy such as Hydrotherapy. Innumerable features like
whirlpools and showerheads are also present. It also has anti-slip floors and seats which keep you
protected throughout. Many other tubs have raised side walls and go lower when needed and many
others come with doors that slide. The water pressure from the jets tends to hit the affected area which
acts as a therapy to the body. 

This has a long list of benefits which includes-

Strengthening weak muscles 
Curing muscle cramps
Repairing paralyzed set of muscles
Increases functionality of limbs and digits
Helps release pain.

ARE THEY COST-EFFECTIVE?

Walk-in bathtubs are generally found in opulent homes with a lot of space. You can consider buying it
to fit in your bathroom but the condition applies that it should be spacious. This is entirely different from
the rest and when filled with gallons of water, it weighs like a baby elephant. So, the floors should be
tough and strong with a proper exterior. 

The owner should definitely have a talk with the contractor and the assigned individual altogether to
have a preview of what is about to take place. This will help him or her get an idea in advance. Frankly
said, it is expensive but with the price comes a long list of luxurious benefits. These are not for people
on a budget because it requires maintenance and upkeep are imperative. When researched there also
comes a bathtub for small bathrooms with side and lateral entry which could be an alternative to the
basic tub found in the houses. 

WHAT SHOULD BE THE APPROPRIATE SIZE OF THE BATHTUB?
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Bathtubs come in various sizes and shapes such as rectangular, alcove, oval etc.  The standard size of
a bathtub is found to be 60 inches in length, 30 inches wide and 19 inches deep. Small bathtubs
can run 55 inches in length, 27 inches wide with 15 inches deep.

The walk-in bathtubs run for 36 inches and one half in length and 33 inches wide, especially for heavier
people I.e. more than 250 pounds. Your house could use certain renovations if the previous bathtub
was smaller than the new walk-in tubs. Extension shelves are a great fix that could be done to
compensate for the un-required area. Beforehand, one should always keep in mind the size of their
halls, doors and pathways whether narrow or steep for proper incorporation of the tub which should not
interfere with daily routines of the individual residing in the same place. 

There are various brands offering bath tubs at not so unreasonable prices such as Kohler, American
Standard, Premium Care. The starting price of standard bathtubs ranges from 500 dollars and can go
up to 700 dollars as well. There also exists tubs which can cost more than 1000 dollars too.

Most importantly, a conversation with family members before opting to buy one will be a great start
which will help the buyer get some insights and views about the equipment to be bought.

INSTALLATION AND EXTRA COSTS

The walk-in tubs are themselves expensive but along with comes the installation price which could
become a huge burden. The costs could be unbearable as compared to the tub. If you want to get a jet
or a hand shower fixed you would be charged separately. It is the same when you would think to install
a bigger water heater to be used in the winters because the size of the equipment would not favor the
tub. Few miscellaneous costs could also be added in the entire amount as the need to fix the wash
basin, shelves or bars to get the tub fixed. There could be costs related to people working as well who
will be paid in the work. Altogether it would not be a cost-effective affair. Moreover, it is also observed
that the costs are unbearable for many people but its utility is supreme and advantageous. When
talking with patients suffering from various body aches and muscle pains, it is found that they provided
a thumbs up for the tub even if someone was to pay a whopping amount for it.
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