
Learn How to Find a Divorce Lawyer

Description

In 2019, approximately 747,000 couples divorced in the United States1. Divorce is often time-
consuming and emotionally draining, and divorce proceedings can last up to a year, with the total cost
averaging $12,900.2 Though you don’t have to have a lawyer to get divorced, the process is legally
complicated, and not having one can lead to problems, especially if the other spouse has one.

What’s the greatest approach to find the proper attorney if you decide it’s time to hire one? Of course,
each spouse will have their own difficulties and demands, and each couple will require their own
lawyer. The types of divorce lawyers and their fees can vary greatly. However, it is critical to grasp the
fundamentals of what divorce lawyers perform, where to find them, and how much they might charge.
Even if a couple is able to settle their divorce without going to court, skilled legal counsel can be
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beneficial. Here’s what you should know if you’re thinking about hiring a divorce lawyer.

What Is the Role of a Divorce Lawyer?

A divorce lawyer protects their client’s rights while also addressing the custody and financial elements
of the divorce. Importantly, a divorce lawyer will explain the law and your legal choices to you.

Your circumstance and any supporting documentation should be reviewed by the attorney. Paycheck
stubs, tax returns, and property value information are examples of such documents. They must also
listen to the client’s description of their position and goals, and then provide advice based on these
specific requirements.

Though only a small percentage of divorces go to trial (90 percent settle before trial), for those that do,
attorneys for each spouse undergo extensive preparation to present evidence before a judge, call
witnesses to support their case, and provide opening and closing statements.3 Divorce lawyers draft a
marital settlement agreement, which is a legal contract that sets the terms of child custody, alimony,
and asset division, among other things.

Divorce mediation is a less expensive alternative to going to
trial. 

A impartial mediator aids the divorce negotiation by seeking to help the two parties reach an
agreement. It is frequently less expensive and faster than going to court. Couples can mediate without
attorneys, but it may not be the best option unless the divorce is relatively simple—for example, the
marriage was brief and there are no children or property to distribute.

Divorce arbitration is another option for resolving disagreements in divorce discussions without going
to court, and it can also be faster. It varies from mediation in that both parties present their case to an
arbitrator whom they choose, and the arbitrator decides how to handle their case. Often, the arbitrator
is a lawyer or a retired judge. It is crucial to note, however, that the arbitrator’s ruling is usually not
appealable.

Do You Require the Services of a Divorce Lawyer?

Working through the legal process of divorce is typically complex, with extensive paperwork, waiting
periods, and the submission of various documents, among other requirements, adding obstacles to
individuals who seek to go through the divorce process without the assistance of a lawyer. Depending
on the circumstances of the spouse (whether they have children, property, or substantial retirement
accounts), they may require the involvement of lawyers in their divorce. The more work an attorney
needs to do, the higher the fee.

People choose to employ a divorce lawyer for a variety of reasons. Before begin, divorce attorneys are
skilled in presenting a case to a judge, seeing the larger picture, and negotiating the best deal for their
clients. Second, divorce lawyers might provide options that consumers may not have aware were
accessible. As a consequence of their previous expertise with similar cases, they may be able to
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predict the outcome, recommend settlement choices, and put up a settlement package.

Importantly, given the emotional intensity of divorce procedures, divorce lawyers serve as an objective
third party, assisting clients in remaining calm and working toward the best possible conclusion.
Individuals with children or considerable possessions are more likely to require the services of a
lawyer, but two people with modest and comparable assets are unlikely to require the same level of
assistance.

Payment: What to Expect and How to Make It

The total average cost of a divorce can range from $7,000 to $28,000, with divorce attorneys charging
an average of $270 per hour.2 According to a 2019 study by Martindale-Nolo Research, attorney fees
for divorces lasting less than six months were $6,500, while those lasting more than 30 months were
$23,000. Divorce lawyers are typically paid on a retainer, which requires clients to pay in advance for
their services. Startup costs varied from $2,000 to $5,000 on average.4

Divorce lawyers are available through several legal aid organisations, which give legal services and
counsel to those in financial need. However, because divorces are given lesser priority than other
types of proceedings, most applicants may not have access to attorneys. Individuals must balance the
costs and rewards of each circumstance in light of these variables.

Fees

Divorce lawyers often charge an hourly rate rather than a flat fee.4 Clients are typically invoiced in six-
to fifteen-minute increments. Based on a 2019 poll, here is a breakdown of average hourly rates:

$100 per hour: 11%
% of $200/hr: 34%
35% off $300/hour
20% off $400+/hr.

Some attorneys charge for consultations, while others provide them for free. Before you schedule one,
make sure you ask. Discuss the attorney’s estimated rates and billing methods during a consultation.
Attorneys that have worked on similar cases may have a greater idea of the charges to expect, as well
as knowledge and critical perspective on the subject.

Document review, communication with the spouse’s lawyer, crafting negotiated settlements, and all
communication—emails or phone calls—with your lawyer are all billable services.

lowering costs

According to the Martindale-Nolo Research poll, the two most important factors influencing the cost of
a divorce attorney are whether or not disagreements were addressed prior to trial and the length of the
divorce. Costs increased by an average of 70% for those who went to trial rather than negotiating a
settlement out of court.4
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Individuals can cut costs by opting for a task-based billing structure, in which only some concerns are
handled by a lawyer and the remainder are handled by paralegals. This is less expensive than a
bundled-base service where the attorney handles the entire divorce.

Another alternative is to request a flat charge, particularly in the case of a less complex divorce action.
Though this is less typical, it might help you get a better idea of what to expect in terms of prices.

How to Find a Reputable Divorce Lawyer

Finding a reputable divorce lawyer, like many other services, can begin with references from friends or
relatives. Other specialists, such as accountants or financial advisors, may also provide advice.
Obtaining a more in-depth understanding of their experience with a lawyer might provide useful insight
on what to seek for—and what to avoid.

You can also conduct a search on attorney websites, such as those that specialize in marital or family
law.

Organizations to investigate

Client and peer attorney reviews are available on online information portals such as Martindale-
Hubbell, Avvo, and Lawyers.com. Another helpful source is a divorce and family law association, which
frequently provides search portals for members, tools, and information you may use to educate
yourself about legal concerns surrounding divorce. You can also utilize these sites to look up the
names of attorneys who have been highly recommended to you.

The American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers (AAML) works to improve family law standards and
education. The AAML is a professional association of family lawyers based in Chicago. Its website
allows you to search for a lawyer by city and state.

Thousands of people worldwide are members of the American Bar Association’s Section of Family
Law. It publishes research articles on divorce and related topics, as well as case studies, news, and
quarterly publications. You can hunt for lawyers by state using its search site. It is based in Chicago,
just like the AAML.

Beyond the borders of the United States, there is the International Academy of Family Lawyers, whose
members include the best divorce lawyers in their particular disciplines and countries. It has 930
fellows from 67 nations worldwide. The organization was founded to improve the practice of divorce
and family law on a global scale. It offers a search platform for finding divorce lawyers in various
nations and locations.

Choosing the Best Lawyer for Your Situation

When you’ve narrowed down your list of potential prospects, interview your top choices. Some
attorneys provide free consultations, but if you believe the attorney is worth it, pay for a paid meeting.
Each appointment will teach you something about how you want your divorce to go. Inquire about if
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they have the experience you require, whether their approach matches how you plan to work, and how
well you believe you would collaborate with that attorney. Also, as previously said, explain the cost
structure that engaging that lawyer will involve.

Expertise.

Look for a divorce attorney that specializes in the subjects that are most relevant to your circumstance.
You may wish to hire someone who focuses on custody issues or who specializes in the split of
complex assets. Another sign that an attorney is skilled in the subject is if they have participated on bar
association family-law committees or have spoken bar associations on these topics. A divorce lawyer
who is knowledgeable with the judges and court system in your jurisdiction and can adjust their
strategy depending on how individual judges have decided in the past is also beneficial.

Approach.

Look for an attorney that shares your perspective on the divorce. Inquire about how they would
address your problems. Some may employ a collaborative approach to issue solving and conflict
resolution, with the goal of resolving the divorce without going to court. Others could take a more
forceful stance. Find a lawyer who will conduct your case in the manner in which you wish to manage
the divorce.

Level of comfort.

Because divorce is one of life’s most stressful, traumatic, and financially dangerous experiences, look
for an attorney with whom you feel a sense of trust and comfort and who treats you with respect,
consideration, and patience.

Finding the appropriate divorce lawyer necessitates remaining sensible and level-headed.
Overwhelming emotion can cloud one’s decision-making process.

In conclusion

Finding a divorce lawyer is out of reach for many Americans due to the high cost.8 Legal activists have
recommended that the procedure of acquiring an uncontested divorce—when neither spouse
disagrees on any part of the divorce—should be altered to make it less difficult.

For those who can handle it, the process can be time-consuming and costly, requiring at least three
months in many cases, but typically much more. Interviewing many attorneys might help you clarify
your requirements and gain a better picture of the time and costs involved.

How Much Does a Divorce Lawyer Cost?

Because the costs of a divorce can range between $7,000 and $28,000, many Americans wonder how
they would pay for it.4 Withdrawing from a 401(k) is an option if the funds are used for the divorce.

COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 5
Footer Tagline



However, it is crucial to note that automatic temporary restraining orders (ATROs) ban individuals from
withdrawing funds from their retirement accounts prior to a divorce in order to avoid a change in their
financial situation.

States also provide fee-waiver alternatives to those with self-reported incomes in the lowest income
group, which eliminates court-related fees. Legal assistance organizations may be able to give a pro
gratis divorce lawyer.

What Is the Average Divorce Cost?

Divorce costs an average of $12,900 in the United States. According to Martindale-Nolo statistics, the
average hourly rate is $270. Clients often pay an upfront retainer charge ranging from $2,000 to
$5,000.4
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