
Learn About USDA Home Loans: What They Are & How They Work

Description

USDA house loans are made available through the USDA’s Rural Development Guaranteed Housing
Loan program. This mortgage aid program might be a valuable resource for prospective homebuyers.
It makes homeownership more accessible for low- to moderate-income people in rural locations. A
USDA loan can be utilized to purchase or refinance a home at a low-interest rate.

What Is a USDA Loan?

The United States Department of Agriculture established the Single-Family Housing Guaranteed Loan
Program in 1991 to increase homeownership in rural America. As a result, low- and moderate-income
homebuyers who might not qualify for a typical mortgage can apply for a government-backed loan to
buy, build, or renovate a property in an eligible rural area.

Almost 100,000 loans were made via this scheme during the 2019 fiscal year. USDA loans do not
demand a down payment and typically have cheap interest rates. USDA loan repayment terms might
range from 33 to 38 years for the lowest-income applicants. If the borrower defaults, the USDA will
guarantee 90% of the loan.
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What Is the Process of Obtaining a USDA Home Loan?

First-time and repeat homebuyers can use a USDA house loan to fund the entire purchase price. A
USDA house loan, unlike other types of home loans, does not need a down payment.

Borrowers must obtain a fixed-rate loan because this mortgage aid program does not permit adjustable-
rate mortgages. USDA offers three essential mortgage programs:

Single-Family Housing Direct Home Loans: These loans assist low- and very-low-income
applicants in obtaining mortgages. The property must be in a suitable rural area, and income
restrictions vary depending on the borrower’s location. The repayment period might be up to 33
years, with approved borrowers having the option of extending it to 38 years.
Section 502 Guaranteed Rural Housing Loan: This program assists low- and moderate-
income candidates to receive 100% financing with no down payment on their homes. These
loans have only 30-year fixed-rate repayment durations. Applicants for the guaranteed loan, like
those for direct home loans, must meet income standards, and the property must be located in an
approved rural area.
Section 504 Home Repair Program: This loan assists qualified borrowers in financing home
repairs, upgrades, and modernization. The borrower must be the home owner, occupy it, and
have a household income that is less than 50% of the local median income. Loan amounts
cannot exceed $20,000 over a 20-year repayment period.

How to Obtain USDA Home Loans

Each Section 502 loan has different eligibility restrictions.

The following are the application requirements for direct loans:

Must lack adequate, safe, and sanitary housing.
Must be unable to obtain a loan with reasonable terms from other lenders.
They must live on the property as their primary residence.
Must be legally capable of taking out a loan
Must meet income eligibility limits based on where they live
Must be a citizen or eligible non-citizen
Cannot be suspended or prohibited from participating in government programs..

Property requirements include:

It must be located in a rural area with less than 35,000 people.
It must be smaller than 2,000 square feet.
The property’s market value must be less than the applicable area loan limit.
An in-ground swimming pool is not permitted on the site.
The property cannot be designed to generate money.

The applicant for a guaranteed loan must meet the income standards, agree to use the home as their
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principal residence, and be a U.S. citizen, a U.S. noncitizen national, or a qualified alien. The property
must be located in a rural region that qualifies.

USDA Home Loan Interest Rates

USDA home loans require qualified borrowers to choose a fixed-rate loan with a repayment duration of
15 or 30 years. The lender will determine the interest rate depending on characteristics such as credit
score, employment history, and financial status.

If you intend to obtain a USDA loan, keep in mind that you will incur some closing expenses, even if
you are not required to make a down payment.
Closing costs are fees associated with the completion of a mortgage.
The amount you must pay varies by area, but it is typically between 1% and 3% of the loan amount.

Advantages of USDA Home Loans

USDA loans may be an alternative to conventional mortgages or other government programs such as
FHA or VA loans for many homebuyers.
These benefits include:

• No down payment: Unlike other types of mortgage loans, USDA loans do not require a down
payment. Many people who want to buy a home find it difficult to come up with a large down payment.
• Low credit score: USDA loan programs do not have a minimum credit score requirement in order to
qualify for a mortgage. You must, however, demonstrate your ability and willingness to repay the loan.
• A blemished credit history may still be acceptable: A low credit score frequently indicates a poor
credit history, which can discourage lenders from issuing conventional mortgages. The USDA, on the
other hand, employs its Guaranteed Underwriting System to determine whether a borrower is eligible
for a loan. There is more latitude in examining credentials in order to assist borrowers as much as
feasible.
• Low origination fee: Borrowers with USDA loans pay a guarantee charge of 2% of the total loan
amount. This cost, however, does not have to be paid in advance; it can be rolled into the mortgage
loan amount.
• Rates: USDA loan rates are often cheaper than conventional or FHA loan rates. This is fantastic
news for consumers with lower credit scores because they can get the same cheap rates as those with
excellent credit.
• Simplified refinancing process: The USDA’s simplified help refinance loan program reduces the
time it takes to refinance a mortgage to around three weeks. Credit reports, a home appraisal, or a
property inspection are not required.

Disadvantages of USDA Home Loans

USDA loans include some disadvantages that borrowers may not experience with conventional
mortgages or mortgages via other government programs such as FHA and VA.
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These are some examples:

• Geographical restrictions: Homes must be located in a rural area with a population of 35,000 or less.
Furthermore, the home cannot be intended for income-generating activities, excluding certain rural
estates.
• No second houses or holiday homes: The property must be used as the borrower’s primary residence.
• Income requirements: Borrowers must meet particular income requirements based on location. If your
income exceeds the income limits, you will not be eligible for a USDA loan.
• USDA up-front cost: Borrowers must pay an up-front fee for a USDA guaranteed loan, or the payment
will be rolled into the loan amount. This might be several thousand dollars depending on the loan
amount.
• Streamlined refinancing restrictions: To be eligible for a refinance, you must have a track record of 12
consecutive on-time mortgage payments, and the home must be your principal residence. This
program only applies to 30-year mortgages and is not available in all states.
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