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Learn 7 Essential Gutter Repair and Maintenance Tips

Description

Gutter installation typically costs roughly $850. As a result, gutter installation is one of the less
expensive home improvement chores. However, if gutters are not properly maintained, you will find
yourself returning to your wallet frequently to repair them.

As a result, keeping your gutters in good shape should be one of your top home maintenance
concerns. Furthermore, well-maintained gutters not only keep your property safe during storms and
severe rainfall, but also keep secondary problems like mold and pests at bay.

Poor gutter care creates an excellent setting for problems like clogging and leaks. While gutter
cleaning and maintenance may appear complicated and time-consuming, it is a pretty simple task once
you learn how to do it right. If you are not comfortable balancing on a ladder, you can always contact a
professional gutter cleaning service to handle the work.

Don't allow modest gutter repairs turn into something much more serious. Learn these critical gutter
maintenance strategies to save time and money.
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1. Safety comes first.

Make sure you have all of the appropriate safety equipment before beginning to clean your gutters. To
safeguard your hands, you'll need a pair of heavy work gloves, non-slip shoes, and safety eyewear.
You'll also need a tall enough ladder.

To avoid rocking, make sure you position it on an even surface. If feasible, have someone underneath
you to keep the ladder in place.

While on the ladder, keep your hips between the rails at all times, never leaning on the edges or
working on the top two steps. To minimize extra dangers, if your gutters are more than a story high or
there are power lines nearby, it is recommended to consult a gutter professional.

2. Regularly Cleaning Your Gutters

Regular gutter maintenance extends the life of your gutters, ensuring that your home’s exterior looks
great for longer. When it comes to gutter care, the general guidelineiis to inspect and clean them at
least twice a year, preferably in the autumn and spring.

However, this is not a hard and fast rule, and there_may-be times when you need to undertake
maintenance more frequently. People who'live\in‘wet locations, for example, should undertake
maintenance more frequently because gutters are prone to clogging.

Here are some gutter cleaning suggestions.
* Remove debris from the gutter with gloved hands and a plastic shovel and place it in a pail.
* Clean out any remaining dirt and debris with a garden hose fitted with a spray nozzle.

Once you're away from the downspout, open the hose flush to let any remaining debris to run down the
spout.

« If the water is not draining, the downspout is probably obstructed.
* Insert your garden hose into the spout and use maximum pressure to spray the nozzle.

The stream should dislodge the obstruction. If it doesn’t, you may need to use a tool like a plumber’s
snhake to reach the clogged material and dislodge it.

» Reattach and tighten any loose or removed pieces while working on the downspout.

* Replace the spray nozzle on the hose and flush the gutters again.

3. Get Your Roof Cleared

Always be cautious when ascending such heights. Also, never go to the rood when there is ice, rain, or
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severe winds. If the weather permits, scale the roof and clear leaves and other debris using a rake.

This prevents the following downpour from dragging them into the gutters and clogging them. Make an
effort to educate yourself on proper roof maintenance techniques.

4. Examine for rust, leaks, and holes.

After you've finished cleaning the gutters, make sure to inspect them. This will entail examining for rust
and leaks. Examine the gutter joints as well. If you find any holes, start patching them up using metal
flashing or a gutter repair kit from a home improvement store. If the joints are leaking or the holes are
small, try using a sealer in addition to caulking the joints.

However, rust indicates that your gutters have reached the end of their useful life. They must be
replaced. Consider using rust-free gutters made of aluminum, copper, or vinyl.

5. Examine the Downspouts

The same check must be performed on your downspouts. As a result, look for leaks, rust, and
clogging. Also, make sure they extend several feet away from.your. house so that water does not drain
too close to your foundation.

6. Get Rid of Pests and-Rodents

Pests and small animals of many kinds may have made your gutters their home. This is a major issue
for you for a variety of reasons. One, their nests will undoubtedly clog your drain.

Second, they will almost certainly find their way inside your home, resulting in a pest infestation. Third,
rats attract snakes, so you may find yourself with a slithery situation.

Once clogged, the gathered water can become a mosquito breeding ground, exacerbating your
troubles. Pest elimination is best left to pest control professionals. You don’t want to come face to face
with a snake or even bees while you’re more than ten feet on a ladder.

7. Maintain Your Gutters

While most gutter repair focuses on performance, replacing your current gutters has the potential to
significantly improve your aesthetic appeal. Consider aluminum gutters if you are on a tight budget.

They are non-rusting, paintable, have a long lifespan, and are inexpensive. You cannot, however,
install them yourself. Allow an expert to do it for you.

Gutter maintenance can go a long way.

Gutter cleaning is one of the most neglected home improvement projects. However, one can be
forgiven because they cannot tell the state of the gutter from below. However, if you do not take
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adequate maintenance, you may face a slew of avoidable concerns including as clogging, mold, pests,
and more. However, with appropriate care and maintenance, you will have effective gutters that look
attractive, enhancing the facade of your property.
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