
Learn Why Small Ships Are Best for Family Cruises – 10 Reasons

Description

Are you looking for the finest family cruise? Consider a family cruise on a small ship with only 12-200
passengers. Trade large cruise ship arcades and casinos for nature and wildlife in unique locations
worldwide. Curious? Learn why small-ship cruises are better for kids and how to select the finest family
vacations.

Family Cruises: Small or Large Ship?

Simply said, large ships are focused inward on the ship’s amenities. Small ships are oriented outward
toward the objective and the surroundings through which you are navigating. Water slides, unlimited
ice cream kiosks, movie theaters, kids clubs, and casinos are all available on large ships.

Cruise at night on a predetermined schedule and spend the day in port on tours. Small ships provide a
unique form of entertainment, with active off-ship activities in remote regions right from the ship. Get off
the ship and go hiking, kayaking, snorkeling, or on small boat excursions away from the harbor.

A flexible schedule includes stops to observe whales and animals. Visit little ports that are not
accessible to larger ships. Learn more about the differences between small and large ships to help
determine whether a small ship family trip is perfect for you. If this seems like your vacation, keep
reading to discover more about our unique family cruises. Is a small-ship family cruise ideal for your
family?

This is a crucial question to ask when looking for a family cruise. A small ship family vacation is ideal if
you want an active journey with experiences that bring the family together.

Here are nine reasons why tiny cruise ships are ideal for family vacations:
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1. Expertise

Small ships provide incredible, once-in-a-lifetime experiences in extraordinary locations. Kayak among
the icebergs in front of Alaska’s enormous tidewater glacier. Walk through secluded beaches where
your footprints are the sole sign of civilization in Costa Rica.

In Belize, you may snorkel for fresh lobster. In Glacier Bay National Park, you may see whales and
bears from the deck or aboard a zodiac. Immerse yourself in an Antarctic penguin colony. In the
Galapagos Islands, you may see fearless endemic animals. Raising tiny adventurers on board with
presentations on natural history, fauna, and local culture.

With an open bridge policy on all ships, you can learn navigation from the captain. Many ships provide
interconnected cabins, triple cabins, and family-friendly stateroom arrangements (ideal for a cruise with
a family of 5). A small ship family vacation will take your family cruise to the next level.

2. Action

Expect to participate actively in the region to which you are traveling. Off-board activities such as
hiking, kayaking, and snorkeling provide an opportunity to get away from the ship and explore nature
and culture up close. Excursions are led by expert guides who enrich your experience through
education.

Soft adventure experiences, such as guided paddles through mangroves and skiff cruises in search of
animals, allow the entire family to explore the nature together. We provide the greatest cruises for kids
if your family is active and enjoys being outside.

3. Option

The flexibility for each guest to choose their own excursion is one of the best aspects of a small ship
family trip. Small ships are ideal for multigenerational trips since activities are scaled to different ability
levels, from children to grandparents.

Choose from moderate seaside walks to strenuous backcountry adventures. Hikes of varied lengths
and terrain difficulties are frequently provided, and there is always the option for quiet time on board if
desired.

An AdventureSmith traveler, for example, was able to dive with her brother at a sea lion haulout on a
recent cruise in Mexico’s Sea of Cortez, while her father did a guided skiff tour in the same zone,
photographing and waving to her while she was in the water.

4. Education
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All off-ship activities are led by expert naturalist guides and expedition crew. These specialists are
specially trained to work with children and keep them excited, engaged, and educated.

Small ship cruises are more than just an active vacation; they teach youngsters about wildlife,
conservation, and sustainability. Presentations, slide shows, games, and activities on board educate
and entertain. Shared family experiences on and off the boat create a lifelong love of nature and travel,
generating memories that will last a lifetime for families.

5. Connectivity—and Disconnectivity!

On family cruises, televisions, movies, and video games take a back seat to once-in-a-lifetime
adventures. Most small cruise ships allow your family to completely disengage from technology and
reconnect with one other and nature.

Change your cell phone for hiking boots and your wifi for binoculars. Instead of being a distraction,
youngsters utilize phone cameras to chronicle incredible encounters and life-changing events. Connect
with your family and your destination by disconnecting from technology.

6. Companionship

On a small family trip, every day is a new adventure, but your crew and guides remain the same. Over
the course of a week’s trip, the entire family can develop a rapport with guides who engage and teach.

Furthermore, you’ll be on board with other like-minded family travelers and children of the same age,
which improves the experience and ensures that everyone leaves with new friends.

7. Price

Family cruises have child-friendly prices. Rates vary each ship, however children under the age of 12
are eligible for reductions. Teen prices, triple cabin rates, and group pricing will help you stretch your
family cruise budget even more.

All excursions are included in the price of the cruise, and your children’s vacation memories will be
priceless. In order to get the greatest pricing, ask our experts about the best time of year to travel and
family cruise packages.

8. Custom

If you want an even more personalised family onboard ambiance, take a small ship cruise with
specialized family departures. On these kid-friendly cruises, you’ll sail alongside other families with
children of similar ages and enjoy extras like crafts, pizza and movie evenings, and more.
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Alternatively, you can further personalize your voyage by chartering an entire boat or small ship.
AdventureSmith provides small ship charter options for up to 8 persons.

9. Security

Small cruise ships provide a restricted, regulated atmosphere for comfortable and safe travel to
isolated wilderness regions.

Small ships provide incredible, once-in-a-lifetime experiences such as paddling in front of a glacier and
walking a lonely beach with no other people.

Close encounters with animals, such as whale viewing and wandering among a penguin colony, as
well as village visits, would ordinarily be difficult for families to accomplish in a safe and efficient
manner. Safety is the top priority for family-friendly cruise lines.

10. Live a National Geographic Issue

Some of the best family trips are available on small ships affiliated with Lindblad Expeditions and
National Geographic. Kid-friendly cruises mix wilderness cruising with easy off-vessel activities in the
company of National Geographic naturalists and expedition guides.

Families are always welcome on any departure, and children’s programs are always provided.

Photo workshops, journaling, scavenger hunts, Zodiac driving lessons, hands-on nature and science
programming, and child-friendly cuisine options are available on all voyages.

Travelers under the age of 18 at the time of travel save $500 when traveling in a double occupancy
room.
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