
Learn How to Start Working out at Home

Description

As the pandemic has progressed, it has become increasingly important to find a means to exercise
your body every day, especially if you’ve realized that your sedentary days are wreaking havoc on your
neck or lower back.

Cassey Ho, the animating soul behind the immensely famous Blogilates exercise program, as well as
Ben Musholt, physical therapist, parkour coach, and author of The Mad Skills Encyclopedia, provided
advice.
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Most sports producers would not tell you this, but you don’t need anything to start working out, not
even a pair of fashionable leggings or shoes. Simply perform a couple of push-ups in your jammies
every time you pee, and you’re done! You’re almost there.

Nonetheless, a basic kit may assist you in developing a regimen. Cassey Ho, a fitness instructor,
suggests beginning with a yoga mat. “Obviously, many of us don’t have space for our own home gym,”
she admits, “but a mat can help you designate a workout place within the chaos of your living room
floor.”

Yoga Mat ($21) from Helpful Home Gear
($20) Stepstool
($40) Kettlebell
Equalizer by Lebert ($148)
Dumbbells, Small ($21)
Ankle Weights ($15) or a Weighted Vest ($41)

If you buy something after clicking on one of our links, we may receive a small affiliate commission.
This is how it works.

A yoga mat will protect your joints while also keeping your feet and hands secure. Parkour fan Ben
Musholt adds that it will muffle the sound of your footsteps for your downstairs neighbors if you live in
an apartment.

Ho uses her own Popflex mats; I have a simple Gaiam mat, but I highly recommend the more
expensive, dense, recycled Suga mat.

Many free online fitness courses will also include weighted workouts, such as little dumb bells or a
kettle bell. Musholt favors a piece of equipment known as a Lebert equalizer, which can be used as an
overhead weight, a step stool, dip bars, and so on. My colleague Matt Jancer also uses a weighted
vest to increase muscle.

These are good to have, but for most individuals, body weight workouts would sufficient. You probably
have a lot of different weights in your house as well. I’ve danced around my living room swinging cans
of beans, water jugs, and a backpack full of books. A 3-year-old clinging to your ankle who needs to be
scooped up and cuddled repeatedly also works.

Musholt also mentions that viewing your home through the eyes of a parkour practitioner can help you
change your training. “There are chances everywhere,” he says. You can do tricep dips off chairs or
stairwell step workouts. This Ikea stepstool has also proven to be a surprisingly handy piece of gym
equipment for me.

Choose Your Workout

Finding something you enjoy doing, whether it’s running, walking your dog, or attending weekly Dance
Church, is the greatest way to get started working out consistently.

If you’re still unsure about what would pique your interest, I recommend starting with free services. The
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New York Times provides a 7-minute strength-building routine that you can do during your lunch hour.
Musholt also created a whole-body workout for beginners for WIRED readers.

January is also an excellent time to get your regimen started with a 30-day online program. I’m
presently participating in the Yoga with Adriene 30-day program with Adriene Mishler, whom I’ve come
to see as my only quarantine companion. Her voice is calming, her directions are simple, and her
expectations are refreshingly low. Blogilates by Cassey Ho also features a 30-day schedule and a free
quarantine workout. Despite the name, PopSugar Fitness features a diverse range of trainers of all
genders, shapes, and sizes. Orangetheory also has free YouTube lessons.

Advanced Equipment

It’s easier to invest in genuine equipment once you’ve decided what you want to achieve (if you need it
at all). For example, I’m less hesitant to spend a hundred dollars on a running jacket because I know I’ll
use it every day. Peloton is the apparent champion of the Pandemic Olympics for in-home options, but
new competitors emerge on a daily basis. If you’re a serious rider, the Wahoo Kickr is a better option.
The Myx system is actually a more cost-effective alternative to the Peloton for recreational athletes.

If you long for travel, I also recommend NordicTrack treadmills and Studio Cycle. If you have the
money but not the room, consider investing in a Tempo or a Mirror that can be hung on a wall. These
at-home gym systems include a variety of routines as well as screens that allow you to examine your
form.

I also keep a list of the Best Fitness Trackers and Watches. Fitbit and Garmin both have their own own
training applications and coaching services if you prefer one type of fitness tracker over another. It may
take some trial and error to find your unique preferences; as a runner and cyclist, I like to use Strava to
log runs on a Garmin or Apple Watch.

If you’re seeking for particular gear ideas, I recommend reading our Best Running Gear guide, as well
as our guides to the Best Workout Earbuds and Headphones and the Best Biking Accessories. If you
need a device to stream some of these free fitness services to your TV, check out our Best Streaming
Devices guide.

Experiment with More Intense Services

Let’s be real. You’re probably sick of doing sit-ups in front of Netflix and going on pointless walks to get
out of the house. Now is an excellent moment to try something new. Again, the Peloton app is clearly
the most popular, and you don’t even need a bike to use it. It provides ten different types of workouts,
such as weight training, guided outdoor running sessions, and meditations, and the first two months
are free.

Two of Peloton’s main competitors have also recently launched new health programs. If you’re an
Apple fan, consider Apple Fitness+, which allows you to sync exercises between your watch, iPad, and
Apple TV. Fitbit just launched a 1:1 coaching service for those who require extra accountability.
Checking in with an online coach as well as my husband, boss, coworkers, kids, friends, and family
seemed burdensome rather than encouraging. Obé Fitness was also appealing to me. It features a
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free trial with harsh workouts and teachers in a strangely vacant, white Clockwork-Orange-like area.

If you, like me, have established training goals for fictional races that will only take place in your head,
you’ll need specific training software. Nike Training Club, Strava, and Aaptiv are all well-known.

Whatever your specialized passion is, chances are that someone has developed a workout app around
it 10 months into a pandemic. For repairing my core after having two children, I favor the MuTu system
and MommaStrong.

My specialty, the thing that generally gets me going, is that I enjoy dancing. Steezy has a range of
dance genres on a sleek and easy-to-navigate site that you can stream to your television if you haven’t
fallen down the rabbit hole of learning TikTok dances. I also enjoy Pure Barre, The Bar Method, and
Barre3’s online barre classes. Many of these services are free if you have a Samsung TV (2018 or
newer).

Your game console can also be used for exercise. On the Nintendo Switch, for example, I enjoy Just
Dance, Ring Fit Adventure, and Mario Tennis Aces.

My other area of expertise is the best Hemsworth. He has also released a fitness app. Personally, I
find the program difficult to use and the dietary recommendations challenging to follow with two fussy
small children, but you might be a better Hemsworth than I am.

Finally, if you used to attend exercise courses prior to the pandemic, I recommend contacting your
former in-person instructor to see if they offer private Zoom classes.

Don’t Turn It Off!

If doing out with El Hemsworth on a regular basis isn’t enough motivation to get you off the couch, you
might try some other simple ideas to kick-start your workout routine.

How to Begin and Maintain Motivation:

In your calendar app, create a recurring appointment.
Make certain that you are wearing clean, comfortable training clothes.
Begin slowly and quit if it hurts. Avoid injuring yourself.
Cross-train and try a variety of activities!
You did make that recurrent appointment, didn’t you?

Putting an appointment on your calendar, according to Ho, means you’ll mentally set aside the time for
working out and receive a reminder about it. Making a date with a pal is another motivator—nothing
beats meeting your best friend (and Chris Hemsworth) at the start of your day.
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Your gym attire can also be kept to a minimum, especially if you’re staying at home. However, if
clothing is clean, organized, and well-fitting, it may help you get motivated. The less time I spend
searching through my laundry basket for a clean sports bra or a matching pair of socks, the fewer
excuses I have for canceling my plans and the more time I have for actually doing out. In the winter,
that usually entails donning a base layer and running shoes.

Finally, this is the worst moment to visit a hospital. Most coaches advise visiting a doctor before
beginning a new program to rule out any potential cardiac or respiratory issues, but this is difficult to
accomplish at the present.
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