
Learn How to Install Gutter Guards for a Hassle-Free Home Maintenance

Description

Perhaps you’re tired of continuously cleaning up your gutters, or you live in a location with regular
weather occurrences that necessitate gutter protection. You will need to know how to install gutter
guards in either scenario.

Gutter guards operate as a cover to keep leaves and debris out of gutters, allowing water to flow freely
and preventing clogs over time. They come in a variety of designs. While installing gutter guards can
be a do-it-yourself effort, some situations are better handled by a professional.

Continue reading to learn everything there is to know about gutter guards and how to install them.

Time required: 2 to 8 hours

 Difficulty: Intermediate

 Estimated cost: $591 to $2,197
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Before You Start… 

While it is not recommended to create your gutter guards, homeowners with the necessary skills,
equipment, and safety measures can install store-bought guards. Many homeowners may opt to hire a
professional for this task because it involves using a ladder and demands comfort with heights.

Tips for How to Install Gutter Guards

• Before installing gutter guards, clean out the gutters.

• Select the appropriate gutter guards for your home.

• Either install the guards yourself or pay a professional to do it.

Safety Considerations

• Hang a bucket from an S-hook on the ladder for easy access to tools and supplies. 

• Use a stand-alone ladder rather than one that rests directly on the gutters. 

• Enlist the assistance of a friend or family member or stand near the ladder’s base to help prevent
dangerous falls.

STEP 1: Determine whether you have the essential tools and 
abilities to finish the task.

DIY gutter guards are a great way to save money, but only if the homeowner has the necessary
materials and skills to get the project done the first time correctly. They’ll need a ladder, tape measure,
hammer, and screwdriver to get started.

If a homeowner does not already own a saw, they will need to rent or acquire a circular saw to cut
sections of gutter guard to match the home’s façade. However, tools and materials are only part of the
formula for gutter guard installation success.

A homeowner should also have some expertise or DIY abilities, as well as decent balance, because
this project requires significant time on a ladder. If a homeowner is unsure of their skills or is afraid of
heights, it may be time to abandon the concept of DIY gutter guards and hire a professional instead.

STEP 2: Select the best gutter guard for your home.

The greatest gutter guards for a property will be determined by various factors, including the material’s
durability and the homeowner’s budget. Gutter guards can cost anywhere from $591 to $2,197, with
the average being $1,347.
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If a homeowner prefers to do it themselves, brush or foam gutter guards provide the most
straightforward installation and the lowest cost (though they are known to be less durable). Micro-mesh
and surface tension gutter guards are the most durable but require professional installation.

To choose the right style of gutter guards, homeowners should analyze the sorts of debris that
accumulate in their gutters. For example, if a homeowner lives in an area highly forested with pine
trees, they may want to consider one of the best gutter guards for pine needles. Gutters are commonly
measured in linear feet. To decide how many gutters guards to purchase, homeowners should use a
tape measure.

STEP 3: Clear the gutters of any leaves and debris.

Before installing gutter guards or having them professionally installed, a homeowner should clear up
the gutters to ensure that no leaves, debris, or water become caught once the guards are in place.

If homeowners lack the time or tools to clean their gutters, they can use one of the best gutter cleaning
services. Gutter cleaning rates range from $118 to $224, based on the number of linear feet of gutters
and the height of the home. Travel time and any future repairs may also be considered.

STEP 4: Check the gutters to ensure they are in good working 
order.

It’s a good idea to test the gutters with water and a hose to make sure they’re clean and ready for
guard installation. A homeowner can perform this step by turning on the water and inserting a hose into
the gutters to examine how freely water flows through them. Leaves or debris may still be in the gutters
if the water is slow to depart the downspout. If water flows easily and out of the downspout, it’s time to
install gutter guards.

STEP 5: Gather your tools and follow the manufacturer’s 
directions to install the gutter guards.

The more carefully a homeowner follows the manufacturer’s instructions, the easier installation should
be. It’s a good idea to acquire all of the necessary supplies and tools beforehand.

For quick access, homeowners can place their screwdriver and hammer in a bucket and hang it on an
S-hook on the ladder. To cut and install gutter guards, homeowners should follow the manufacturer’s
instructions. A circular saw or handsaw will be needed to cut the guards. Each protective piece must
be securely fastened during installation. If there is a storm and the gutter guard is not secure, it will not
accomplish its duty. This could cause water damage.

STEP 6: Hire an expert to install gutter guards.

Installing gutter guards may appear to be a simple task, but it may be unexpectedly difficult if a
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homeowner lacks the necessary DIY skills. Homeowners who are intimidated by gutter guard
installation instructions or are doubtful of their abilities to work on a ladder may prefer to have the
gutter guards installed by a professional.

Professional installers will be knowledgeable about the benefits and drawbacks of gutter guards, as
well as how to handle a roof with gutter guards. Furthermore, they are likely licensed and insured, so
any mishaps will not be at your expense.

Professional installers will also ensure that the gutter guards are properly put in so that the system is
not damaged and no water collects over time. A homeowner should have a little issue installing gutter
guards if they choose the correct gutter guards for their home and read the manufacturer’s instructions.

Working on a ladder isn’t for everyone, and expert installers can save homeowners the time and
trouble of doing it themselves.

FAQs

Learn more about gutter guards, including how they’re attached, how they should be installed, and
which type to use.  

Q. Can I do my own gutter guard installation?

Yes, if you have the necessary equipment, supplies, and DIY skills. Improper installation may cause
roof damage or other problems. Hiring a professional gutter guard installer may be a better option.

Q: How difficult is it to install gutter guards?

If you consider yourself handy or have accomplished a lot of DIY projects, you should be able to install
gutter guards. However, if you are uncomfortable or unable to work on a ladder, this may be a job best
left to a professional. Homes with many levels or steeply pitched roofs may also present more
challenging installation challenges that are best handled by an expert.

Q: How do gutter guards get attached?

Some gutter guards simply snap into place, while others require reinforcement hangers to be screwed
or nailed to the fascia. 

Q. Should gutter guards be laid flat?

No. Depending on the pitch of the roof, flat gutter guards could form a shelf for debris to sit on. The
better the pitch of the guards, the less probable it is that they will hold leaves, dirt, and sticks.

Q. Which gutter guard is the simplest to install?

Brush, foam, and screen guards are the most simple to install gutter guards.

Q. Do I still have to clean my gutters if I install gutter guards?

Yes. Cleaning your gutters at least twice a year is recommended since they can still gather dirt and
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debris. If you do not wipe them out, a backup of rainwater may occur, resulting in floods, home
damage, or mosquito outbreaks.

Q. Is it necessary to put gutter guards beneath shingles?

It is usually preferable to place gutter guards on top of shingles. Installing them beneath shingles can
jeopardize the roof’s protection and cause water damage to the roof’s structure.
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